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   One of the most important weekends of the year for campus 
ministry in DC is the Columbus Day Holiday, also know as the Chi 
Alpha Beach Retreat.  This year we filled 5 beach houses with 
students and Chi Alpha staff from American, George Mason, and 
Georgetown Universities.  We had great weather, a ton of fun, and 
we met with God.
     Our retreat speakers this year were Heather Zempel, 
discipleship pastor from National Community and Dr. Clifton 
Clarke, associate professor of global missions and world 

Around the Apartment
A highlight of the summer 

was our 15th wedding 
anniversary trip to Hilton Head 
Island. While we were soaking in 
the rays, Sam, Levi and Nate 
spent the week with Nana and 
PawPaw.  They visited a water 
park, bounced on inflatables and 
built a treehouse!  Here they are 
sitting on the finished product. 
It was a great week for the 
entire Godzwa family! 

The Collegiate Chronicles
Here we go!
A spectacular kick off to a new school year.
     AU Year number 13 
for the Godzwas is off 
and running! Freshmen 
arrived on campus in 
late August and Chi 
Alpha was there to 
welcome them 
morning, noon & night. 
This year we scheduled 
a huge slate of activities 
from move-in to glow-
in-the-dark lawn games 
and they’ve been a huge 
hit. We’ve been in 
contact with a record 
number of freshmen and are hearing 
some great buzz around campus about 
Chi Alpha. In fact, this has probably 
been Chi Alpha’s best kick-off yet. 
There are a couple of reasons for this: 

1. An all-in commitment. From staff to 
student leaders everyone has shown 
up. The majority of our small group 
leaders arrived before the freshmen to 
pray, plan, and prepare for the new 
year. When the events kicked off, they 
were there to pull them off, but more 
importantly, were there to make 
connections with new students. 
AUXA student leaders were amazing!

2. Visibility. Our new t-shirts, designed 
by GMU XA staffer, Dan Choe are 
incredibly cool! Our leaders snapped 
them up quick. Because we had an 
enormous inventory of old t-shirts 
(some dating back 6 years) we gave 
them a special offer, buy a new shirt, 
get a retro shirt for free. The result 
was XA shirts everywhere! I overheard 
several conversations on campus 
about how Chi Alpha seems to be all 
over the place.  Thanks to our new 
Campus Missionary-in-Training Blane 
Young, we’ve also ramped up our 
social media and web visibility.  
Check out and like our new AU Chi 
Alpha Facebook page and help us out!

Contact us @ 4000 massachusetts ave nw apt 1028
washington, dc 20016
202.422.6756 (m)  202.246.9017 (j)
email: mike@auchialpha.org  auxajen@gmail.com
web: www.thegodzwas.com

Support info: address checks to: chi alpha
account #2616597 on memo line
1445 boonville ave
springfield, mo 65802
all donationas are tax deductible

Making sure Chi Alpha was easy to spot!

DC Chi Alpha on the beach 
continued...

continued... Dr. Clarke leads students in prayer during a service.
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Please Pray for...
STUDENT MENTORSHIP

Pray for great 
relationships to form 
between students and 
church mentors. 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS
Our student leaders have 

expended a ton of energy and 
effort in the opening months of 
the semester.  Pray that God 
would sustain them through 
the semester.

PLANNING FOR 2012
Over the 

next few 
weeks I’ll be 
laying out 
plans for our 
upcoming 
year.  Please 
pray for creativity, wisdom, and 
insight in charting the course 
for the new year.

Upcoming Events
October 29 

AU Chi Alpha Hayride

November 2-3

National Community Church Staff 
Planning Retreat

November 5

Discovering Discipleship Training for 
new student leaders.

November 10

AUXA unveils Spring Break Mission Trips

November 11-12

Alpha Course Holy Spirit Getaway

3. Significant connections. In years 
past, many of the relationships that 
were started during our opening week 
seemed to fade when classes started. 
This year we focused on getting 
students in small groups and it made a 
huge difference. As we met to discuss 
follow-up not only were most new 
students known, but they were also 
plugged into a small group. That 
translates good opening events into a 
transformational semester through 
focused discipleship–awesome.

4. The Holy Spirit. Every morning our 
leadership team has gathered to 
worship and seek God on behalf of 
the students we’re trying to reach. His 
power has been evident in our focused 
mission, effectiveness in building 
relationship, and our joy while serving 
long hours.

To sum in all up, this year is off to an 
amazing start! Please keep praying for 
us as we continue to reach out to the 
students God is passionately pursuing. 
I know He has some great things in 
store for them.

Here we go, cont.
Christianity from Regent University.  
Heather ‘s messages focused on 
community in a practical way--exactly 
what we needed to hear before 
midterms--when friendships don’t 
seem quite as important as they once 
did.  Dr. Clarke reminded us that God 
speaks prophetically over us.  God 
doesn’t see us just as we are, but as we 
can be. Dr. Clarke encouraged us to 
open ourselves up to God’s calling for 
our lives.  Many students did.
     Two moments stick out in my 
mind.  The first was leading worship 
on Saturday night.  It was awe-
inspiring to see almost every student 
at the front of the church with their 
hands lifted surrendering their lives to 
God.  I knew I was witnessing the 
start of a movement.  The second was 
helping to baptize 3 AU students.  
Each one had been able to make an 
adult commitment to Jesus through 
the ministry of Chi Alpha and it was 
amazing to help them mark that 
decision through baptism.  It was 
definitely a retreat to remember!        

Brooke, an AU sophomore is baptized @ the retreat.

Beach, cont.

Thanks for making all of this possible through your prayers 
and support.  We’re so grateful for you!

Mike, Jen, Sam, Levi, & Nate


