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    On Sunday, January 2nd of this year, Jen and I opened a new 
chapter in our campus ministry saga.  We stepped in as the campus 
pastors for the Georgetown location of National Community 
Church.   Now along with our campus missionary position with 
Chi Alpha, we’ll be leading a weekly Sunday service and working to 
develop outreach to the Northwest DC community.  
     We see God’s hand in this in so many ways.  First, we’ve 
watched too many students thrive as a part of our campus ministry 
but never plug into a church community when they graduate.  

Around the Apartment
There’s never a dull moment 

in Apt #1028. Sam’s getting 
ready to start his second season 
in Little League and earned his 
orange belt in karate. Levi is 
enjoying Pre-K and has become 
a celebrity @ Stoddert 
Elementary--everybody knows 
Levi.  Nate makes sure things 
don’t get too quiet.  He’s always 
ready with a joke, song, or to fill 
you in on a recent event.  Jen 
and I celebrate 15 years of 
marriage in June--time flies 
when you’re having 
fun!

The Collegiate Chronicles
Life Lessons Learned
One Week in Yucatán, Mexico hammers truth home.

I will always take 
students on short term 
mission trips. It’s 
amazing how the 
simplest truths become 
profound when you 
experience them in a 
different cultural 
context. This is exactly 
what happened on our 
spring break trip to 
Yucatán, Mexico.
     I led a group of AU 
Chi Alpha students to 
work with my brother 
Dave, who’s just beginning his second 
term as a missionary there. We 
partnered with Pastor Eucebio Pech 
in his outreach to four different 
communities in central Yucatan. It 
was a full week of ministry! We led or 
participated in seven services and dug 
out the foundation for Pastor 
Eucebio’s mission in the town of 
Tunkás.
     We were able to experience some 
amazing moments. On Sunday night, 
we saw God hold back the rain so we 
could lead the mission’s first ever open 
air outreach in Tunkás. On Monday, 
we participated in an outreach where 
dozens were fitted with a free pair of 

glasses–a daily reminder of the love of 
Jesus every time they put them on. 
The next day brought a surprise visit 
to the local cenote and we got a 
chance to go swimming in crystal clear 
water 80 feet below ground level.  
Wednesday gave us a chance to 
practice our balloon tying and help a 
clown share the gospel to all the kids 
in San Antonio Chuc. On our last day 
of ministry, we experienced God’s 
presence as we prayed for the 
churches and visited members in 2 
small communities.  God held back 
the rain again that night and we were 
able to do one last open air service in 
the town square.
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AU Mexico Team in Chichén Itzá with Dave & his kids.

New Year brings a New Opportunity
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Please Pray
NEW MINISTRY ROLE

We need wisdom 
and energy as we 
venture into our 
new roles. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
We need discernment as we 

encourage students to consider 
taking leadership roles in the 
fellowship. Pray that many 
would catch the vision of 
making disciples. 

FRUITFUL SUMMER
There’s a lot going on in 

the summer 
months this 
year.  Please 
pray that we’ll 
see God @ work 
in the 
conferences we’ll be a part of 
and empower us in our 
preparation for the new school 
year.

Upcoming Events
May 9-12

DC Metro Chi Alpha Team Retreat in 
Virginia Beach, VA.

May 15-21

Atlantic Coast Student Institute of 
Campus Ministry.  Student leader 
training to Chi Alpha students on the 
East Coast.

June 20-25

Northeast INCITE.  I’ll be helping to 
guide this staff training conference as 
part of the leadership team.

July 13-22

Vacation! We’ll be celebrating our 15th 
wedding anniversary in Hilton Head, SC.  

     I mentioned simple truths 
becoming profound on mission trips. 
For us it was the power of pushing 
past discomfort to allow God to work 
through us. We slept in hammocks 
and shared one toilet for the entire 
team.  It would have been more 
comfortable to stay in a hotel, but the 
location of the house helped us to 
maximize our work and opened a door 
for the owner to hear the gospel.  It 
would have been easier to hide behind 
our limited Spanish and keep the 
Yucatecos at a distance, but when we 
pushed aside our embarrassment, 
relationships were formed and the 
love of Jesus was expressed.  It would 
have been much more comfortable to 
use our lack of construction 
experience as an excuse to give a half-
hearted effort, but when we pushed 
past inefficiency and sore muscles, 
were able to see a hole turn into the 
foundation of a church.  It was a 
lesson learned in Mexico, but it wasn’t 
left there.  Our team prayer is that 
God would help us to step into the 
uncomfortable places we avoid on 
campus so we can depend on His 
power to do what we can’t.  Profound 
truth learned on the mission field, but 
meant to live by.

Lessons, cont.

With a foot in both 
worlds, we’ll be able to 
help make that 
transition less 
challenging.  Second, 
the pace of life and 
academic rigor of our 
campuses have made 
raising up student 
leaders more 
challenging year after 
year while the cost of 
the city has made 

developing a Chi Alpha 
staff team just as difficult.  As the 
pastor of a church planted firmly in 
the middle of 3 of DC’s most 
prominent schools, we’ll be able to 
focus our church’s attention on these  
strategic places of outreach and 
discipleship.  Finally, we see this as a 
catalyst for a missional community in 
the city.  We’ll be partnering with the 
newly established XA network to help 
connect XA grads with jobs and 
ministry opportunities.  We’re in the 
beginning stages, but I feel it has the 
potential to dramatically increase our 
impact and become an exportable 
model of ministry for urban areas 
around the world.
         We are extremely grateful to 
NCC and Chi Alpha for giving us the 
opportunity to move into this hybrid 
ministry model.  We’re four months in 
and already seeing positive results.  I 
also need to express our thanks to 
each one of you.  As you continue to 
partner with us with your support and 
prayers, you’re giving us the resources 
we need to venture into new territory 
and extend God’s kingdom in 
Washington, DC.  Together we’ll see 
Jesus do far more than we can ask or 
imagine!  Please feel free to contact 
me so I can explain more about what 
we’re doing.  I’d love to hear from you.

        With much love,
Mike, Jen, Sam, Levi & Nate

Breaking ground for a new church building in Tunkás.

New, cont.


