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    It was less than four years ago that I got the news.  Chi Alpha 
along with the entire affiliated ministries program was being 
eliminated from Georgetown University.  The ministry that had 
been carried on for almost a decade was removed over the course 
of a brief meeting.  We were devastated--but that wasn’t the end of 
the story.  Students, faculty, alumni, parents, and many others 
protested the decision.  Georgetown responded by forming a 
committee to evaluate the situation and the decision was 
overturned.

Around the Apartment
Wednesday, April 28 was a 

big day for Sam. Instead of 
driving home, we squeezed in 
one more day at our family 
reunion on Hilton Island--I’m 
glad we did.  Sam learned how to 
ride a two-wheeled bike, swam 
across the pool for the first time 
and pulled out a loose front 
tooth.  It was a 6 year old 
trifecta!  Levi wowed us by 
learning the books of the Bible 
song (video on facebook) and 
Nate is sleeping in a big-boy 
bed!  

The Collegiate Chronicles
One Week, Two Start-ups
AU students help launch campus ministry over spring break.
     Spring break 
missions trips--we do 
them ever year, but this 
time they were all new.  
Twenty-six AU Chi 
Alphans sacrificed a 
week of vacation to 
help launch ministries 
in the Harlem 
neighborhood of New 
York City and Granada, 
Spain.
     The Harlem team 
worked with the newly 
established Dream 
Center.  Heather and Julia, two of our 
small group leaders, lead a team of 17 
in cleaning up trash, food distribution, 
day care and ministry to the homeless. 
They put smiles on kids’ faces, 
provided meals for the hungry and 
gave a new ministry a shot of 
enthusiasm, but the most obvious 
change happened in our team 
members.  Students came back 
excited about the opportunities to 
serve and with their eyes open to the 
need around them.  Kevin, an AU 
sophomore, shared how he used to  
not even think about the homeless he 
saw on the way to the Metro.  After 
spending a week listening to the 

stories and caring for the needs of the 
underprivileged in Harlem, he said, “I 
can’t pass them by anymore.  I have to 
ask how I can help.”     
     In Granada, we teamed up with 
another Chi Alpha group from the 
University of Virginia to help launch 
“Raices” (translated roots) a ministry 
to the University of Granada.  We 
worked with Assemblies of God 
missionary Shawn Galyen, to research  
students life through one-on-one 
interviews and build relationships 
through cultural exchange.  As we 
were preparing the teams for the 
ministry we would be doing, Shawn 
suggested we put perform some 
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AU students help with a Dream Center food & clothing event.

An Amazing Turnaround
continued...
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Please Pray
NEW MINISTRY MODELS

We have the 
opportunity to 
explore a new 
model of campus 
ministry @ AU.  

Pray for God’s wisdom as we 
work out the details.

RELAUNCHING THE 
INTERNSHIP

Two interns 
have been 
accepted into 
this fall’s 
internship 
program. Pray 

for God’s provision as they 
raise their budgets this 
summer.

GRACE-FILLED SUMMER
Pray that God’s grace 

would be evident in our 
students’ lives throughout their 
months away from Chi Alpha.

Upcoming Events
May 16-22

Student Institute of Campus Missions - 
leadership training for East Coast Chi 
Alpha students

May 30

Mike officiates wedding for AUXA alums 
Faye Karabelski and Amir Roohi

June 18 

The first of 8 New Student Orientations 
at AU. Chi Alpha will be meeting 
incoming freshmen @ all of them.

July 11-16

Chi Alpha Campus Minister Conference 
in Phoenix, AZ

American music.  I put together some 
bluegrass tunes with Jared, an AU 
freshman and mandolin player.  They 
were an amazing hit and opened 
incredible doors for us!  On Monday 
night, part of the team was 
approached by Mauricio, a University 
of Granada professor. He “just 
happened” to be a professor of 
American culture and his class 
“just happened” to be studying 
the Southern U.S. When he 
found out what we were doing, 
he immediately invited us to 
present to his class.  Two days 
later, we took over the whole 
period.  Jared and I performed 4 
songs and Shawn gave a brief 
overview of bluegrass including 
a summary of the gospel that 
inspired much of the genre. They 
loved it!  Mauricio emailed two days 
later:
     “The presentation, from the choice
of songs to the slightest detail, was 
superb, and we were soon mesmerized
with it...those who came never stop 
popping into my office and thanking 
me for it.”
     From our conversations with 
students to our class presentation, to 
the opportunities to encourage the  
first Raices members we could sense 
God’s hand guiding our team.  We’re 
looking to establish a continued 
connection with Shawn as he develops 
the work there.

One Week, cont.

     At the end of this 
current school year, 
it’s hard to believe 
those events ever took 
place. Jon and Jenny 
Rice, the new 
directors of 
Georgetown Chi 
Alpha have had an 
incredible first 
semester on campus.  
They’ve seen a steady 
increase of students 

attending their 
Midweek Worship service, and held 
multiple outreaches on campus.  Jon 
was invited to speak in an 
undergraduate class on Christian 
conversion and our American Friends 
Director, Karen Keyser saw 35 new 
international students paired with 
Christian families.  At the end of the 

semester Jon was even asked to serve 
as the head of the Georgetown’s 
Protestant Affiliated Ministry 
Council.  The turnaround for Chi 
Alpha and the gospel has been 
nothing less than miraculous!
     Thanks for standing with us.  As 
you have prayed and given of your 
time and resources, you’ve helped to 
make our dream of reaching the 
university students of Washington, 
DC for Jesus possible.  We are so 
grateful for your partnership.  I can’t 
wait to see what we’ll do together in 
the future!

        With much love,
Mike, Jen, Sam, Levi & Nate

We made a great connection with Professor Mauricio (2nd "om l#.)

Turnaround, cont.

GU Chi Alpha a#er Midweek Worship.


