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Around the Apartment
With our family expanding 

we realized we could no longer 
carry the whole crew (and their 
car seats) in the back of our 
trusty Toyota Corolla.  Thanks 
to a few generous gifts, we were 
able to purchase a 1995 Volvo 
850 station wagon.

Being lovingly used, it 
needed a little work.  Our 
friends Sandy and Jayme invited 
us down to North Carolina to do 
the work there.  Sam and I made 
it a father/son road trip. Because 
of our gracious hosts and their 
awesome gift to us, the car is 
running great and looking even 
better.  Thanks guys!  We’re 
blessed to have such a great 
support team to reach students.  
You’re the greatest!

Mike, 
Jen, 
Sam, 

Levi, & 
Nate

The Collegiate Chronicles
Faith and Action!
Students raises awareness and funds for the Congo with original play

In my nine years at American 
University, I have never witnessed 
what I saw on a Friday last month. It 
was the culmination of almost a full 
school year of prayer, vision-casting, 
team-building, and execution all done 
extremely well and all done by 
students.

At our fall retreat in October, 
Leah, a sophomore transfer into AU 
shared her God-given desire to write a 
play. It was to be a performance 
sharing the tragedy of the war and 
continued violence in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. “If Thy 
Tongue Can Speak” was born and Chi 
Alpha students responded. Kelsey, a 
freshman signed on to direct. Alexis, a 
sophomore jumped in to help co-
produce and as the project came 
together more Chi Alphans became 
actors, choreographers, promoters, 
stage hands, and the list goes on.

When it was time for the 
performance, a half-dozen student 
groups had become involved and it 
became more than just informative 

entertainment. I helped Leah connect 
with Africa Harvest Ministries. Leah’s 
interest came at a pivot time. AHM is 
trying to establish 24 medical clinics 
in the DRC. Everyone involved in the 
play decided to donate the entire 
proceeds to help bring health care to a 
place where medical services are 
almost non-existent.

The campus paid attention. The 
Eagle, AU’s student newspaper 
devoted an entire page to the play.  
When the night of the premier came 
the room was full. It was a powerful 
performance. The story was 
compelling and the acting was well 
done. But even more important, it 
brought out the horrible truth of the 
situation in the DRC and moved 
people to action. Dozens of letters 
were written to members of Congress, 
and more than $2,000 was raised to 
bring healing to a hurting country.

And that’s not all. Leah hopes to 
use what she’s learned through this 
process to export her play and the 
fund-raising efforts to campuses all 
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over the country. A plan is being 
constructed and a campaign should be 
available in the fall. Who knows, it 
might just change the world!

More news and updates @ 
www.thegodzwas.com

Cast members Sky and Heather in If Thy Tongue Can Speak. Credit: Kelly Barrett/The Eagle


